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Minutes of Donegal Local and Community Development Committee 
in County House, Lifford at 10am on 2 February 2015 
 

Attendance: 

Members - Seamus Neely, Michael Tunney, Cllr Niamh Kennedy, Cllr Martin McDermott, Cllr Marie Therese Gallagher, Maire O’Leary, Shaun Purcell, Anthony Doogan, Susan McLoughlin, Susan McCauley, Martin McBride, Emmett Johnston, Jan Feenstra, James O’Donnell, Apologies:  Micheál Mac Giolla Easbuig, Paul Hannigan, PJ Hannon, Noreen Ní Mhaoldomhnigh
Chief Officer – Micheál Ó hÉanaigh.
Secretariat - Charles Sweeney, Christina O’Donnell

Attending – Paddy Doherty, Margaret Fitzgerald, Caroline Britton, Loretta McNicholas, Barney McLaughlin, Denis Kelly, Sinead Harkin, Eamonn Brown, Adrienne Kelly, Eileen Burgers, Aidan Smith, Anne McElcar, Catherine Friel. 
Welcome 

Seamus Neely, Chief Executive, Donegal County Council and Chairperson of LCDC welcomed all and apologies were noted. 
1. Minutes of previous meeting

It was noted that Martin McBride had has a question at the previous meeting in relation to overlap between the roles of DCC Chief Executive and the Chief Officer of LCDC.

Minutes were then proposed by Martin McBride and seconded by Maire O’Leary.
2. Matters Arising form the minutes
Susan McCauley requested that it be noted that she had to stand down from the SICAP Sub group as she was a representative from Family Resource Centre. 
Charles Sweeney explained to the meeting that the issue arose for PPN representatives onto the LCDC who were associated with Family Resource Centre members and the guidance questioning their eligibility to sit on the LCDC.  It was agreed that Susan withdraw from the  SICAP evaluation process in order to protect the tender process until clarification was received on the eligibility of Family Resource Centre representatives to sit on the LCDC on behalf of the PPN. Clarification has since been received that Family Resource Centre representatives are eligible to sit on the LCDC
3. Update on Preparation  of Local Economic and Community Plan 

Denis Kelly, Central Planning Unit, Donegal County Council outlined that additional focus groups took place in December and that a detailed analysis is currently being undertaken 
Maire O’Leary requested that the draft plan be made available to consultees to allow further input into the proposed actions contained in the plan
It was agreed that 4-6 weeks will be given to people for consideration before bringing to meeting to finalise. 
4. Update on PPN Establishment 
Charles Sweeney, Administrative Officer, Donegal County Council outlined that the 19 member secretariat had their first meeting in January where they filled the necessary SPC’s on a temporary basis.  A planning meeting of the secretariat was set for February with a view to having the linkage groups set up over the coming months.
Cllr McDermott inquire about representation from Fishery and Aquaculture sector onto the SPCs. Charles Sweeney advised of the three electoral pillars of the PPN and suggested that the possibility of setting up a linkage group to represent the Fishery and Aquaculture sector would be examined. 

In response to a query in relation to groups who were unaware of the existence of the PPN at the time of the initial registration, Charles Sweeney noted that the registration process is open at all times for groups there will be an AGM each year,  the secretariat is now the organising body for the structure and sub committees going forward.

Michael Heaney agreed to information sessions and acknowledged the enormous effort that has gone into this to date by the Community and Staff.  

5. Update on SICAP Programme
Paddy Doherty, Deputy Chief Officer, requested that LCDC members who had an interest in relation to the SICAP item to declare their interest so they could excuse themselves from the meeting for the duration of the item on the SICAP programme. Seamus Neely, Cllr Niamh Kennedy, Maire O’Leary, Susan McLoughlin, Susan McCauley, James O’Donnell, Cllr Marie Therese Gallagher, Jan Feenstra and Micheál Ó hÉanaigh remained in the meeting.  
Paddy Doherty, Deputy Chief Officer, Donegal County Council gave a presentation from the Subcommittee to the LCDC on the recommendation of the Sub Committee.
Lot 33-1 Inishowen one tender received and the Subcommittee recommend IDP ltd. to be awarded the contract. This was proposed by Cllr Maire Therese Gallagher and seconded by Maire O’Leary.

Lot 33-2 Gaeltacht one tender received and the Subcommittee recommend DLDC ltd. to be awarded the contract. This was proposed by Cllr Maire Therese Gallagher and seconded by Susan McLoughlin.

Lot 33-3 Donegal one tender received and the Subcommittee recommend DLDC ltd. to be awarded the contract. This was proposed by Cllr Niamh Kennedy and seconded by James O’Donnell.

Paddy Doherty reminded the meeting of the importance of maintaining the confidentiality of the tender evaluation process, the wider LCDC (i.e. those members who have not been involved in the process due to possible conflicts of interest or for other reasons) should not be notified of the outcome until the successful tenderer has formally accepted the SICAP contract. 
Seamus Neely, Chairperson of LCDC was proposed by Cllr Niamh Kennedy and seconded by Cllr Maire Therese Gallagher to sign the Evaluation Report on behalf of LCDC. 

On conclusion of item 5, the LCDC members who had excused themselves rejoined the meeting.  
6. Update on Donegal LCDC LEADER – Rural Development 

Loretta McNicholas, Research and Policy Officer, Donegal County Council give a progress report outlining they are working on as a collaborative measure by IDP, DLDC, LEO, Comhar na nOilean and Udaras on key issues that need to be addressed to allow the expressions of interest to be submitted to the Department when they open an invitation to do so.  The Department has not yet released the guide note but it is expected in the next two weeks and the work will continue to be ready for inputting a plan.
Susan McCauley requested clarification on Letterkenny town would it be included in Leader Funding and also if the Family Resource Centres would be included as they have been excluded in the past.

Michael Ó hÉanaigh outlined that the LCDC were awaiting further guidelines and he is hopeful that Letterkenny would be included and that clarification will be sought on the implications for Family Resource Centres if it is not clear in new guidelines.  
Donegal LCDC intend making a submission with a view to getting a robust allocation for the county.  

7. Plean Ghaeilge an Chontae
Michael Ó hÉanaigh, Chief Officer, LCDC spoke about the preparatons being made to develop a county language plan, he sought members of the LCDC to sit on a Sub-Committee.  The following volunteered Anthony Doogan, Martin McBride, Cllr Maire Therese Gallagher, Cllr Niamh Kennedy. 
Michael Heaney thanked the people for putting themselves forward and told them someone would be in contact with them in the near future to arrange meeting and they would be feeding back to the LCDC meetings going forward. 

8. AOB
· A letter was circulated in relation to concerns of four Community Development Projects having their funding discontinued and being forced to wind up their activities by the end of March.  It was agreed that the LCDC would write to the Ministers to show their support for the groups.
· Cllr Maire Therese Gallagher received letter form CDP na Rosann Teo regarding funding concerns for themselves and Pobal Le Chéile.  It was also agreed that the LCDC would write to the Ministers to show their support for the groups.
· DONM 31st March 2015 starting at 10am in Lifford.

